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It is for that reason that I have selected the ancient,
religion of India to supply the historical illustrations
of my own theory of the origin and growth of re-
ligion. That theory was suggested to me during
a lifelong study of the sacred books of India; it rests
therefore on facts, though I am responsible for their
interpretation.

The right position of the Veda in the science of

religion.

Far be it from me to say that the origin and growth
of religion must everywhere have been exactly the
same as in India. Let us here too take a warning
from the science of language. It is no longer denied
that for throwing light on some of the darkest
problems that have to be solved by the student of
language, nothing is so useful as a critical study of
Sanskrit. I go further, even, and maintain that, in
order to comprehend fully the ways and means
adopted by other languages, nothing is more advan-
tageous than to be able to contrast them with the
proceedings of Sanskrit. But .to look for Sanskrit,
as Bopp has done, in Malay, Polynesian, and Cau-
casian dialects, or to imagine that the grammatical
expedients adopted by the Aryan languages are the
only possible expedients for realising the objects of
human speech, would be a fatal mistake; and we
must guard, from the very first, against a similar
danger in a scientific study of the religions of man-
kind. When we have learnt how the ancient in-
habitants of India gained their religious ideas, how
they elaborated them, changed them, corrupted them,
we may be allowed to say that possibly other people